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Echoing in the forest is the hoot of the Blakiston’s
fish-owl, one of the largest owl species in the world.
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Blakiston’s fish-owls, which have a 1.8-meter wing s

pan.
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This fish-owl is using its large eyes to monitor its

environment.
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This bird becomes active at night.
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He has caught fish with his huge claws.
Feeding chiefly on fish, they also eat mice, frogs and

other small animals.
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The Ainu call them kotan-kar-kamuy (the guardian god of
the village), cherishing them as one of their most
important gods.

LEEDENTBARADZHMELEAS Y70
LAL. 779 09HEVVGE#RBDBRENE
HTEWEELTEREALY FYRMT MERREER
I Al ITEESNTHEY. #EEADEINTNE
ER

Although these birds symbolize Hokkaido’s
natural bounty, they are at particularly high risk
of extinction, and are thus categorized as

Critically Endangered on the Red List of Japan.
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This owl species, found in very limited areas
worldwide, lives only in Hokkaido, Japan.

Hokkaido is one of their important habitats.

MmMD2T., Y3709t EELEBICER
L. ZOHIFZI000ILLETH-I-EDHTE
LHY FT,

More than 1,000 Blakiston’s fish-owls are said to
have lived throughout Hokkaido at one time.

LML, COdtBETILRAELGEICKIYE
EHEABEL., —KEFSOFLUTIZCETHE
TLEWVWELTL,

Due to development and other activities, however, the

population once plunged to below 80.
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Their number is now on the increase, thanks to various

conservation efforts.

EEEICERT ST TV ATDE L ETF LK
[TELLTULETY,

Almost half of the Blakiston’s fish-owls in Hokkaido live
in Shiretoko.

HERIEHEBRDERKICHET S T7o982(2&E-T.
ETCHEELRBRENDTY,

Shiretoko is a very important habitat for this endangered

species.
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Why have they been able to survive in Shiretoko?

MERDINIZITBEMIZLGEDE, T T FIRPTO
HTHrABELET,

Pink salmon and chum salmon swim upstream in

Shiretoko rivers every autumn.

A-LIEBOREZREICESEEBIZ, ThZEERE
TEEKDEEYELIZFAEINTOET,

These fish carry marine nourishment ashore and support

the lives of many creatures that feed on them.
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Shiretoko rivers also abound with the Dolly Varden, a
Japanese char species that’s an important food source for

Blakiston’s fish-owls.

FKIZSLEAIRELIXFIDR,

These large Japanese oak trees still grow in Shiretoko.

URXTVADIERKRICTESHRAZTEICLTFET
#LET,

Blakiston’s fish-owls raise their chicks in the hollow of

these trees.
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It takes many years for the trees to grow big

enough to have such a large hollow inside.

BEEDERRZ DG CEMNTANIIRE, MK
CBETLOI 00N ELT I ENTELHRE
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The rich river environment links the marine a
nd land ecosystems.
Shiretoko still possesses rivers and forests whe

re Blakiston’s fish-owls can live.
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Their lives are supported by the rich natural
environment of Shiretoko, especially the prey
animals and the tree hollows necessary for their
nest-building.

Blakiston’s fish-owls symbolize the natural bounty
of Shiretoko.

COEMNGILBE - MKRTH, HRAGREDOTRYE
HBBEODEL LEXATVET,

Diverse conservation efforts support their lives in
Shiretoko, an area in Hokkaido endowed with a rich

natural environment.

SEORD

RIBETIR, Y79 09NEFEZETHHDER
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The Ministry of the Environment has placed nest boxes

for them to raise chicks.
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Actually, even in Shiretoko, it is difficult to find tree
hollows large enough for the owls to raise chicks.

. HEODMADOYIZHEZ ZEFDHK
BExfTo-TWET,

These nest boxes are expected to act as a

substitute for hollows.

F-. EREORRERET 502, BHF LI
BEZDOTHAMYMBHLZRENMTOLATVEY,

Fish passes at sediment control dams have been

built to protect the owls’ habitat.
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Huge trees with hollows large enough for the owls to
build nests are very limited in number in their natural
habitats in Shiretoko. Thus we launched a project to
build nest boxes in their home range for them to use for

rearing chicks.

EANSIFELNEFELT, hFLEEBERIF
EAEDZEVREYEN, ES50052EZEL
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That seems to have worked; many of these boxes have
come to be used by the birds and their population has
steadily increased.
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H52ATLEIR, ENTIIFTHER
FAREERWET, |

The fish population is also on the rise, although the
number is still smaller than it used to be.

The owl population may have become larger, probabl
y because of the increase of both the nests and food

Sources.

MEDHFEDHT, Vo FYEELLTWLS
I IJ49 09,

Blakiston’s fish-owls live in Shiretoko forests.

BREGALGRELARLICHESIS Fr X
FEL<HYFHEA

It is unfortunate that we don’t have many chances to see

them.

ThTH., 3L, BESANDT T 09IC
HES5 2o, WTFsFoTWWETE
S0 ERDHY FTT .,

Even so, there are things you should keep in mind

when encountering them.
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Keep a proper distance from wild owls.

HL., ORT7UO0VICHES CENHLTH, £0
EBCHBBHEL, oL TEMSLHNELSIZLT
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If you happen to see them, quietly observe them
from a proper distance. You should never surprise

them.

ME B 2 (THERHTE DML

Never approach their nesting places.

BEHEOCYEFEETCTWLWS Y7909
X, &¢CcChrRECTT, L, FZIcED
FIE,. FBETZOHTLES L HY F
ER

Blakiston’s fish-owls raising chicks in the nest are very
sensitive; they might abandon their chicks if you

approach them.
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Don’t direct a flashlight or strong light at them.
Since the Blakiston’s fish-owl is nocturnal, the strong

light may dazzle them and cause accidents.

R 7090F., —BHIYLEBRHEHAE
mLfzElFTNWA, BETHLMHBEOBRMEMN
BEWIZEIZERZEDLYLGRLNDTT,

Although the population of Blakiston’s fish-owls has

increased, they are still at a high risk of extinction.
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To protect them, the government and private b
odies are conducting diverse conservation activi
ties, including tree-planting for reforestation an
d educational campaigns to help people know

more about them.

LA EELE

BRAOHB TR IIVIRADZERICT S LA
TERCTHL, TOHFEHRERLDHLELET
T,. MROBADARTZEZRLEM>TLE
=L,

Even if you cannot see these owls in the field,
their existence allows you to sense the grand

nature y of Shiretoko.
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To enable Blakiston’s fish-owls to live peacefully

for years to come.

(=275 09NEEHE)

e A
IUEERRECERHI S

COETF DIRIE. v T7I/O0DICHEESZIENKD.
BMIROEFOTTHRIELILEDTY
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Blakiston’s fish-owl

These images have been high-definition processed.

Kotan-kar-kamuy (the guardian god of the village)

Critically Endangers Species on the Red List of Japan

For the future of the Blakiston’s fish-owl

Range of Blakiston’s fish-owl habitats

Source: Mr. Takeshi Takenaka

Range of Blakiston’s fish-owl habitats in Hokkaido

(excluding islands)

1900s  1980s  Present

Shiretoko

Dolly Varden

Tree hollow

Placing nest boxes

Mr. Sumio Yamamoto, a wildlife protection staff member
who has long been involved in the protection of Blakiston’s
fish-owls.

Fish pass

Keep a proper distance from wild owls.

Observe quietly from a proper distance.

Never approach their nesting places.
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Don’t direct a flashlight or any strong light at them.

Tree-planting for reforestation

Educational activities using stuffed toys as heavy as the real

owl.

These video images have been filmed under expert

guidance to avoid affecting the lives of Blakiston’s

fish-owls.

Planning

The Ministry of the Environment

Production

Shiretoko Nature Foundation

In collaboration with

Hokkaido Eizo Kiroku Co., Ltd.
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