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Foreword

Tourism in Botswana is based almost entirely on the country’s unique natural
and cultural heritage. Consequently, all of us who are in any way involved in
the industry have a responsibility to ensure that its development is underpinned
by the twin concepts of conservation and sustainable use. Recognition of this
responsibility, in conjunction with the on-going drive to increase the meaningful
involvement of Batswana in the tourism sector, led to the government’s decision
to develop a comprehensive National Ecotourism Strategy (NES).

In keeping with Botswana’s long tradition of public consultation in policy
development, extensive efforts were made to ensure that all stakeholders —
government agencies, communities, NGOs and the private sector — were given
the opportunity to express their concerns and opinions at each phase of the
strategy’s development. Consultative workshops were held at the outset of the
process, and after publication of the Issues Paper and Draft National
Ecotourism Strategy. The essential phases of the preparation of the NES
included:

Stakeholder consultation: Experts Workshop

Issues Paper

Stakeholder consultation: District Stakeholder Consultation Workshops
Draft NES development

Stakeholder consultation: National Consultative Conference

Final National Ecotourism Strategy

oOahwnE

Consequently, the Botswana National Ecotourism Strategy should be examined
in conjunction with the ‘Issues for National Consultation’ and the ‘Record of
Stakeholder Consultations’ publications.

May | express my sincere appreciation to the European Commission, which
provided the funding for the development of the Strategy; to the UK Department
for International Development (DFID), who also supported the process; and to
Mr Ruud Jansen (IUCN Botswana) and Mr Paul Stevens (Symbiosis
Consulting), the consultants who facilitated the development the National
Ecotourism Strategy, with whom my colleagues and | have worked closely
throughout.

Finally, 1 would like to thank all of those who participated in, or otherwise
contributed to, the various stakeholder consultation workshops, without whom
the Strategy would not be the success that | hope and believe it will prove to be.

T. Ndzinge (Mrs)
Director

Department of Tourism
Botswana
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