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Fisheries co-management in the Shiretoko World Natural Heritage area was expanded to

ecosystem—based management, in which the fisheries sector plays an essential role in management.

A marine management plan was drawn up to define the management objectives, strategies to
maintain major species, and methods for ecosystem monitoring. A network of coordinating
organizations from a wide range of sectors was established to integrate policy measures. Experience
from this case could inform ecosystem—based management in other countries where large numbers

of small-scale fishers take a wide range of species under a fisheries co-management regime.

6. Makino M (2010) Coastal Fisheries in Japan. In (Q. Grafton et al. Eds) Handbook of Marine
fisheries conservation and management, Oxford University Press, 287-298.

Japan has one of the world’ s oldest and best—established fishery co-management regimes
(Lim et al. 1995; Pomeroy and Berkes 1997). This chapter starts by presenting the institutional
features of fisheries governance, specifically highlighting the co—management framework of local
coastal fisheries, before briefly introducing two case studies of successful co-management: the
sandeel fishery in Ise Bay and the snow crab fishery off Kyoto Prefecture. A successful transition to
greater public and private benefits must be the goal of human—ecosystem interactions (Grafton et al.
2008). However, the current fisheries governance framework in Japan is not sufficiently consistent
with ecosystem—based management. Therefore, this chapter identifies the institutional impediments

to better ecosystem—based management. Then, using the case of the Shiretoko World Natural

Heritage Site, the supplemental measures needed for ecosystem—based management and the roles

of local fishers in the management are described. Experience gained from this case could inform

future ecosystem—based management in other countries where large numbers of small-scale fishers

catch a wide range of species under a fisheries co-management regime.
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In this chapter, we derive several indicators of the fisheries sectors on a
country—by—country basis, and clarify the social and ecological conditions in the Asia—Pacific area.
These are summarized as financial, industrial profile, marine resource diversity, food security,

social security, and human resource conditions. Then, with a case from an UNESCO World Natural




Heritage site in Japan, we propose socially and ecologically compatible ecosystem—based

management framework in the Asia—Pacific area. Under this framework, the local fishers are the

core of the management. The most important policy measure is the human capacity building and

legal protection of each fishery.



